Tenses of Solitude/

Gil Kazimirov


For centuries people have been fascinated by the nature of time. Time dictated the manner in which they organized their lives and in this sense was superior to them. Being powerless to control it,  people sought means of measuring it, first through the introduction of the calender and later through the invention of time measuring devices. However, they never truly understood its character. What after all is time? In his novel, One Hundred Years of Solitude, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, explores the concept of time and our perception of it. He effectively conveys times' linear, cyclical and eternal nature while allowing those characteristics of time to harmoniously coexist in the novel. He affords himself the opportunity to experiment with the nature of time, ill afforded to us in our daily lives. From his experiment we are able to conduct a comparative analysis of the different perceptions of time. 


The common man best understands time as a series of chronological events. It is also one of the forms of time which Gabriel Garcia Marquez demonstrates in his novel. The history of the town of Macondo can be seen as following a linear progression of events, starting from its establishment, all through its military effort, as it strives to become an acknowledged part of the world, all the way to the invasion by technology and civilized society, and ending with it being “wiped out by the wind and exiled from the memory of men” (Marquez 416) . The novel clearly connects definite points in time, starting with Sir Francis Drake's (get quote to replace this from chapter 2) exploration and proceeding with the Banana Plantation strike (quote to replace from chapter 15).  The chronological nature of the events discussed in the novel can also be ascertained from the passage of generations and the changes which occur in the surroundings. An illustrative characteristic of the chronological nature of time is that events do not seem to repeat themselves, at least not in the same exact form but rather develop along with the plot line. Even where repetition can be spotted, the repeating events, while bearing some resemblance, are reshaped by the different environment in which they occur. (Example of events which repeat themselves in their essence in different generations but do not appear the same on the surface because they are shaped by the different environment and the passage of time)  


From the perspective of certain characters in the novel, notably Ursula Iguaran and Pilar Ternera, time is of circular nature. Ursula is the first to notice that events tend to repeat themselves from one generation to the next. Pilar notices that "the history of the family was a machine with unavoidable repetitions, a turning wheel that would have gone on spilling into eternity were it not for the progressive and irremediable wearing of the axle" (Marquez 302). In One Hundred Years of Solitude history is represented as a circular phenomenon through the repetitive nature of names and their respective characteristics, belonging to the Buendia family. Over the one hundred years during which the novel takes place, all of the Aurelianos, are more solitary and quiet while the Jose Arcadios possess social and out going characteristics as well as irrational physical ability. The repetition of characteristics reproduces the ongoing history of individual protagonists and at last a history of Macondo, repeating its own mistakes until its self-destruction. 


The circularity of time in the novel, sets the stage for the emergence of a greater, more spiritualy acclaimed fluidity of time, eternity and timelessness. This issue is explored even in the framework of mortality. The major route, through which this fluidity of time is demonstrated is the alchemist's laboratory in the family home of the Beundias. First constructed by the gypsy Melquiades  at the beginning of the novel, it remains virtually unchanged throughout as a place, which helps the male Buendias to allow themselves to sink into solitude, whether trying to understand the nature of the world in Jose Arcadio Buendia's case, or by the eternal construction and destruction of artificial gold fish like Colonel Aureliano Buendía, his son. Eternity and timelessness are also reminded to the reader in the case of Melquiades's room, where, "it was always March there and always Monday." (355). We. also notice the bold statement which asserts Garcia's grasp on time through Malquiades's parchments, saying that “...Melquiades had not put events in the order of a man’s conventional time, but had concentrated a century of daily episodes in such a way that they coexisted in one instant.” (Marquez 416).


The novel has attracted controversy for the perspective which it offers on the study of epistemology. Epistemology can be broadly described as a theory of existence of knowledge. The central debate pertaining to epistemology focuses on whether we can ever be said to “know” anything or whether everything is a matter of opinion or perspective. By definition, “knowledge” in a sense argued for by the defenders of epistemology implies an ability to adopt an objective perspective on reality. The objectivity of such perspective can be determined by reference to a majority of individuals in community who agree with that perspective. The attitudes of especially fierce defenders of objective “knowledge”, have for centuries restricted the development of liberal thought and liberal society. Opposers of such views, with whom, Gabriel Garcia Marquez would surely sympathize, claim that what the defenders of epistemology consider to be the objective truth is in fact a  representation of their subjective understanding of the world. Gabriel Garcia Marquez in his novel through the discussion of various characters and the world as seen from their perspective, illustrates the subjectivity in the development of each character and shaped by his own experience. Even looking at time it is possible to observe the possibility of difference in perspective. The author demonstrates how the male members of the Buendia family view time as a chronological progression of events, while others, namely Ursula and Pilar, see it as a cycle of repeating events, and still others consider it to be eternal and timeless.  


Gabrial Garcia Marquez is able to amalgamate the different concepts of time in one story through the use of magical realism, a form of artistic genre first recognized by th German critic Franz Roh. Magical realism describes a genre in which real and magical elements co-exist within an artistic creation. It can be argued that the magical elements within a creation are distinct from the real elements only due to the perception of reality that the reader chooses to adopt. What is perceived to be the objective reality merely represents the view of the majority while the magical elements are added by the imagination of the author, and are therefore subjective. In trying to represent time in his novel One Hundred Years of Solitude, Gabriel Garcia Marquez deploys both of these elements. On the one hand, the chronological feature of time, which the majority of the people would recognize, reflects the objective reality. On the other hand, the understanding of time as a cyclical and eternal phenomena is not intuitive to most people and represents the author's subjective perspective. The author uses the description of time in the novel as a means of prompting the reader to question the commonly accepted dogmas and their origin, and to accept the idea that what can be termed an objective view is merely a subjective view adopted by many.          


It is not therefore surprising that some commentators consider the use of time in the novel, One Hundred Years of Solitude, to be rather unusual. Indeed, the novels first sentence is written in such a way that the past, present, and future all exist at the same time. Nevertheless, by focusing on each character individually we can see the pattern of their understanding of the world and therefore, their perception of the nature of time. Each character sees time differently. Some see it as a chronological order of events, others perceive the cyclical nature of time, while for others time is eternal. Through the different perceptions of time, the author reinforces the concept of subjectivity which has proven to be of such importance to the freedom and development of humanity.   

