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We often go about our daily tasks without asking ourselves the most fundamental question – why? Nevertheless, once in a while, lying awake in bed we undertake the search for an answer which satisfactorily explains our daily efforts. More often than not, we are tempted to link our efforts today to achievements tomorrow. The society in which we live predisposes us towards seeing a direct relationship between effort and achievement founded on merit. How many times do you remember being told – ‘Study hard, and success will follow!’? The reality, of course, is not that simple. Although what we do today does matter, it is difficult to say to what extent it determines our future. There are many factors which influence the path which our future lives follow apart from our own actions. These factors outside of our control we call ‘luck’, without delving into its meaning.  The cynics would even say that our failure to understand luck has given rise to belief in the super natural and has inspired the creation of many of the world’s religions. In this vain Karl Marx described religion as opium for the masses. Since luck remains outside our field of control and beyond our understanding it is doubly important to know where the line between luck and our effort is to be drawn to understand the impact of our actions today on our lives tomorrow.     

We can appreciate the role of luck (or some will say God) in our lives through a few extreme examples. It is a known fact that many of the Indian taxi drivers in New York hold medical degrees and have substantial work experience. In the most democratic society of all, they seem to have run out of luck. The prospects of them returning to their original profession in the United States are very slim. Surely as studious 16-year-olds in India, they did not consider this outcome. In many cases it is the circumstances around them that have outweighed their efforts and forced them into their current state.  On the other hand, world is full of opportunists who consciously decline to make any effort constipated by the idea that they are destined to succeed. The upsetting thing for all of us is that some of them actually succeed. The optimists among us try to divert attention from their success by criticizing their immoral conduct, while the pessimists simply accept that life is unfair.  

We, in our ordinary lives, lie somewhere between those two extremes, which are a result of situational factors overtaking our own efforts and rendering them meaningless. Life in a relatively stable society means that our efforts today can be a lot more significant for our future lives. If not all depends on us, how much should we work in order to succeed? In other words, where should the line is drawn between luck and effort? Ronald Reagan, who did not tend to rely on luck in becoming a US president, once said “its true hard work never killed anybody, but I figure, why take the chance?”
 While his attitude should be borne in mind, we can hope, by our efforts, to minimize the role of luck.  But while luck remains an elusive quantity, we cannot be sure that by increasing our efforts, we are minimizing its role. As such, the drawing of the line between luck and effort is a personal decision to be taken by each one of us depending on how far we are prepared to take the risk on matters outside of our control. 
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